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England in the domain of commerce. Her commerce largely exten-
ded in all quarters and she became a foremost commercial power in
the world. "Colonies supplied abundance of raw materials to Eng-
land and the markets of America and India were thrown open to her
manufacturers. Henceforward England was by far the greatest colo-
nising and maritime power.

America. The Seven Years' War paved the way for the War of
American Independence. England had spent enormous money in
the Seven Years' War to protect the American colonists from the
aggression of their French neighbours in Canada and when she want-
ed" to tax the American colonies to contribute to the expenses al-
ready incurred in the war and provide for their future defence they
objected to taxation by a Parliament in which they had no represen-
tation. kNo representation, no taxation' was their slogan. The war
became inevitable for England was not prepared to budge an inch
in her determination to tax the American colonists. Jn another sense
too, the Seven Year's War was responsible for the War of Ameri-
can Independence. The French had lost all influence in America and
thus the Americans had no more fear of the French. Under the cir-
cumstances the Americans exerted their utmost to win their freedom
and England had to lose America. If French influence were not al-
together excluded from America, the American colonists could not
have ventured to set England at defiance to this extent

France. <i) France felt humiliated as a result of the Seven
Years' War. She lost all hopes of building an oversea empire.
Commercial prosperity was not possible without colonies. Commer-
cially, France was equally doomed. "This conflict (the Seven Years'
War) sealed the fate of France, France from this time was on the
wane. Her glorious colonies were snatched away. Her active com-
merce was shattered. If England had been defeated, perhaps, we
would have seen Canada, Australia, India and other places in the
hands of the French but the aspect of the world had changed. Eng-
land became a world-power and not France."

(//) France was henceforward the deadliest enemy of England
and she gave help to the American colonists during the War of Ame-
rican Independence to win their freedom and sought every opportu-
nity to strike a blow to England.

Prussia, (f) Prussia had helped England at a very, critical time
during the Seven Years' War and it is doubtful if England could win
the war without the heroic and faithful role of Frederick the Great
of Prussia. But England deserted her during the last stage of the
war and if Frederick himself had not tactfully entered into a sepa-
rate treaty with Mark Theresa, he could not have kept his domi-
nions intact. England was guilty of a serious breach of faith. Prus-
sia lost confidence in England and became hostile to her.

(if) Prussia kept Silesia, developed her resources and she soon
rose to be one of the first rate powers on the continent. "The peace
made Prussia the equal of Austria and foreshadowed her ascend-
aicy," Hie foundation of modern Germany was laid.                  .